
MACCLESFIELD FC  
INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
FOUR WEEK  
RESIDENCY PROGRAMME



02

CONTENTS

04WELCOME

05RESIDENCY PATHWAYS

06 07RESIDENCY FOOTBALL EXPERIENCE

08 09EVERTON TRAINING EXPERIENCE / SHOWCASE GAMES

10ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT

11FACILITIES AT THE LEASING.COM STADIUM

12TRIPS AND TOURS



03

13SCHEDULE

14COST AND FINANCE

15THE RECRUITMENT PROCESS

17FLASHBACK TO THE 2022 RESIDENCY

18FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

19OUR PARTNERS

20CONTACT US

16



04

WELCOME

Based in the North West of England and around 45 minutes away from Manchester City Centre, Macclesfield FC is a Club 
with deeply engrained roots - both within the local community and the prestigious surrounding areas.

Originally formed in 1874, The Silkmen were evocatively reborn in 2020 under the stewardship of successful businessman 
Robert Smethurst and former Premier League and Welsh international footballer Robbie Savage.

Over £4 million has been invested in the Club over the course of the last eighteen months and there can be no doubt that 
Macclesfield FC are one of the fastest-growing Football Clubs in England.

Winning the North West Football League Premier Division by a staggering fifteen points in April 2022 and the subject of a 
BBC documentary that has received over three million views, Macclesfield FC is unquestionably capturing the imagination 
of the entire nation.

In addition to our domestic success and together with our valued partners, Macclesfield FC offers a world-leading 
International Academy programme which is the envy of the global industry.

Attracting student-athletes from all over the world, the  Four Week Residency Programme encapsulates many of the life-changing opportunities 
that our International Academy is renowned for.

In addition to developing each and every student-athlete on the pitch, we also aim to achieve the following:

• To identify and recruit the best young players to join our full-time university football programme in partnership with the 
University of Central Lancashire. 

• To provide a platform for established and upcoming athletes to enjoy the best possible preparation ahead of the new 
season within a unique and professional setting. 

• To introduce young student-athletes to a brand new culture and environment which will inspire them - no matter what 
direction their future careers take.

Macclesfield FC are rightfully proud of all our student-athletes and the programmes that we have meticulously constructed 
in order to ensure that they reach their potential.

Now we want YOU to be part of it all!
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RESIDENCY PATHWAYS

Our innovative programme has been designed to inspire you - both during your time with us and also throughout your 

chosen career path.

Macclesfield FC International Academy in partnership with the University of Central Lancashire (UCLan) - a leading sports 

university in the heart of England, offers prospective student-athletes the chance to combine studying for a globally 

recognised degree qualification with playing football in a world-class professional environment that nurtures lifelong 

memories and skill sets.

Student-athletes choose to study one of the below degree courses, whilst training and playing as a full-time footballer:

BSc (Hons) Sports and Business Management

BSc (Hons) Football Studies

BSc (Hons) Nutrition and Exercise Sciences

BSc (Hons) Sports Therapy

BSc (Hons) Sports Coaching 

Each degree programme provides the student-athlete with both the necessary qualifications and experiences to excel 

within both the sport and business sectors upon graduation. 

MALE PATHWAY 2023/24

British Universities & Colleges Sport League (where our First Team play in 1A - the highest standard in the country).

Under-19 Development League - where we face the likes of Manchester United Development and Stockport County.

The North West Under-21 Development League

The National Football Youth Under-23 League

The Lancashire Under-23 Floodlit League

The Cheshire Football League Division Two - representing our Reserve Team.

The Northern Premier League Division One - representing our First Team.

FEMALE PATHWAY 2023/24

British Universities & Colleges Sport League

Lancashire Women’s Regional Under-21s League

National Football Under-23s Youth League

Regional East League - representing our First Team.

Macclesfield FC International Academy will facilitate training and educational visits to UCLan throughout the summer and 

you can learn more about our unique full-time offering by speaking to one of our International Recruitment Executives and 

visiting https://macclesfieldfc.com/international-academy/university-programme/
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RESIDENCY FOOTBALL EXPERIENCE

Our Four Week Residency Programme offers a two or four week schedule for international and domestic players aged 16 and over who are 
passionate about improving their game and furthering their skill set both on and off the field of play.
 
The schedule is specifically designed for current and future student-athletes to enhance their development in an enjoyable and inspirational 
setting.  
 
The Residency Programme will incorporate all of the following as standard:

• Five hours of football training a day, led by our UEFA qualified coaches which will embody individual, unit and team-based sessions. 

• A vigorous strength and conditioning programme specifically tailored to your position, with unlimited access to our state-of-the-art gym.   

• Goalkeeper-specific training conducted by a respected Championship level coach. 

• Weekly check-in sessions with coaches in order to review progress achieved, set goals and determine how players  
can improve.   

• Video analysis sessions of matches and training sessions to understand where you can improve as a player and  
as a team.   

• Competitive games against other clubs and their youth academies. 

• Access to a physiotherapist with weekly recovery and rehabilitation sessions.  

• Full adidas playing and training kit issued on arrival.



Should you choose to attend Week Four of our programme you will also get the chance to train at Premier League club. In partnership with 
Everton we offer a unique training experience at Everton FC first team training facilities, Finch Farm. 

For more information on this incredible experience, see page 8.

Additionally, anyone attending all four weeks will receive a bespoke Individual Learning Plan - the format of which is mirrored throughout 
Macclesfield FC’s Academy structure, from Under-7s right the way through to Under-23s.

This provides an in-depth analysis of your achievements and sets objectives for the progression of your game through the 
meticulous analysis of it on a technical, tactical, physical and psychological basis.
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GOODISON PARK

A warm welcome awaits all visitors to Goodison Park when you arrive for the tour at one of the world’s most iconic football stadiums. You will 

gain access to the players’ changing rooms – both home and away, take in the view from the Directors’ Box, walk through our VIP Hospitality 

suites, experience the sound of Z-Cars down the tunnel and follow in the footsteps of Everton legends as you emerge onto the touchline to take 

in the view from the dugout and technical area. Everton’s expert tour guides will provide an insightful and exciting trip through the history of 

the world’s oldest purpose-built football stadium and one of the most pioneering clubs in the English game. All participants on the tour also 

receive 10% off to use in the Club megastore, Everton One at the end of the tour.

EVERTON TRAINING & STADIUM EXPERIENCE

Our great partnership with Everton Football Club allows the players to visit the 40,000 seat stadium Goodison Park and get to train like a pro at 

Everton’s First Team training facilities (Finch Farm). 

FINCH FARM 

Finch Farm is one of the best training grounds in the UK allowing Everton to continue producing some of the finest talent in the game. 

Every level of the Club, from all Academy players, the Ladies and the first-team squad are housed at the state-of-the-art facility in Halewood. 

Acquired in 2003, the 57-acre site was soon turned into a first-class training complex, boasting 10 full-size grass pitches, including one designed 

to replicate the exact conditions of the Goodison Park playing surface. One full-size synthetic pitch and an indoor version, plus under-soil 

heating for first-team pitches and training areas, allow training in all weather conditions.  Off the pitch, every facet of being a professional 

footballer is covered. From three individual kit rooms, to two dining areas, the extensive medical facilities house everything from physiotherapy 

units to a recovery pool – with a submerged exercise bike for rehab - and a hydrospa. The newest development on the site is the recently-built 

first-team block for the senior squad. The building houses medical facilities, changing rooms and the offices used by the Blues boss and his staff.  

An extremely impressive complex, with 10 full-size grass pitches on three plateaus, one floodlit and an additional floodlit synthetic pitch. There 

are then further specialist training areas available to aid with fitness work and specifically goalkeepers - there is also an exact recreation of the 

Goodison Park pitch.
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SHOWCASE GAMES

Whilst on the Summer residency there is exciting opportunities for players to experience playing in competitive pre-season and showcase 

games. With options to train and play with both the Women’s First team and the Male U23’s squad our residency gives players the chance to 

showcase their talent against professional clubs and travelling clubs from all over the world.

Last year players on the residency had the exciting opportunity to play against professional outfits such as Port Vale, San Francisco Glens and 

Airbus FC as well as playing in a nationally televised fixture against a team of aspiring professional footballers, Boots & Dreams.

Players from our Summer residency have also had the continued opportunity to represent Macclesfield International Academy in showcase 

Tournaments in the US. We’ve had players from our 2021/2022 summer residency represent us at the Las Vegas mayors cup which is an 

international showcase tournament for players all over the world. This is a continued great opportunity for players to test themselves against the 

talented crop of upcoming athletes around the world.
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ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT

All accommodation is included within the overall price of the Residency Programme, with student-athletes staying in a 4-star 
plus Cheshire-based hotel. 

Our prestigious hotels are located just a short distance away from the Leasing.com Stadium and offer a superb range of 
facilities - from invigorating spa areas to state-of-the-art gyms and from renowned golf courses to relaxing breakout areas.

In addition to this, all rooms are spacious and provide the best possible facility for you to relax after a rewarding day out on 
the pitch!

Our standard accommodation policy is that student-athletes are paired together and will share a double room throughout 
their stay with us. This helps to build relationships and enables all everyone to enjoy getting to know each other away in a 
social setting.

Requests can be made to share rooms with other members of the Residency Programme or you are able to enjoy a double room 
alone should you decide to do so.

Having a room reserved exclusively for you will incur an additional charge and you can request this by speaking to one of our 
Residency Team.
 
In terms of transportation, all travel to and from games, training and activities will be facilitated by Macclesfield FC. 

This also includes all student-athletes being collected from Manchester Airport on arrival and returned on departure.
 
RESIDENCY SAFETY
 
Your safety is our number one priority and the Residency Team will be taking full care of all our student-athletes during their 
stay with us.
 
We will host an induction meeting on arrival - allowing you can meet the Residency Team, ensuring you feel safe right from  
day one. 

We will also have dedicated Welfare Officers based at the hotel for any questions that you may have and will provide you with 
relevant support and guidance throughout your stay.  
 
All activities that take place will be guided by professionals and all safety requirements will be put in place by Macclesfield FC 
International Academy in order to make sure that you are provided with the very best experience.  
 
Our Residency Team is vastly experienced in dealing with players of all ages and will ensure that our student-athletes are in a 
safe and enjoyable environment at all times.  



Macclesfield FC’s newly re-branded Leasing.com Stadium boasts truly incredible facilities throughout, with a state-of-the- art 4G pitch, 

on-site gym, sports bar and restaurant - all of which are freely available for all our student-athletes to enjoy during their time with us.
 

The recently completed 10,000sq ft Gymnasium includes the very latest in cardiovascular and strength training equipment, with our stunning 

Spin Cage and Boxing Ring providing inspirational ways for you to smash all your fitness goals.
 

Three meals per day will be provided for all our student-athletes courtesy of our dedicated Academy Restaurant Chef and 

these will be in line with the bespoke nutritional guidance that is offered in order to maximise training results.

We are acutely aware that diet is a critical factor in progress being made out on the pitch and we will work with you to 

ensure that every single meal is complementing your training goals.

Taking time to relax is also vitally important and our elegant Bar Twenty Seven will cater to your every need.  

With a vast array of magnificent screens showing an eclectic range of sports, you are sure to be mesmerised by the action 

as you reflect on your own experiences with your fellow student-athletes.
 

Everything here at Macclesfield FC has been intricately designed and tailored to allow you to enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience with us.  

The memories that you create with us really will last a lifetime!

FACILITIES AT THE  
LEASING.COM STADIUM

11
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TRIPS AND TOURS

Whilst our overriding priority is to develop you as a player, all student-athletes are given a unique insight into British culture 
as part of their time with us and get to experience what it is like to be a professional footballer at some of the nation’s most 
prestigious venues.

Throughout the duration of the programme, we will facilitate an array of unforgettable trips and training experiences that 
cannot fail to inspire us all.

First of all, we are incredibly fortunate to be able to offer a training day at the renowned St George’s Park - allowing you to 
sample what it is like to be an English international footballer.

The world-class facilities really have to be seen to be believed and it is no surprise that the complex is home to the England national team.

This really has proved to be immensely popular with our student-athletes and really is an experience that will live with them 
throughout their careers.

We also enjoy an educational trip to Old Trafford - home of Manchester United.

The iconic Theatre of Dreams is loaded with history and remains one of the most widely recognised stadia in the world.

We will also be facilitating informative talks, conducted by guest speakers, Premier League stars, Sports Psychologists and 
experts from within the nutrition industry.

As well as enabling all student-athletes to enjoy themselves at events such as go-karting, paint-balling and treetop 
adventures, they will also visit the University of Central Lancashire where our current international student-athletes study as 
part of the Macclesfield FC International University programme.
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SCHEDULE

SAMPLE WEEK | TEAM SCHEDULE

TIMING MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT SUN

MORNING

8am - 9am ARRIVAL @ MFC ARRIVAL @ MFC ARRIVAL @ MFC ARRIVAL @ MFC ARRIVAL @ MFC ARRIVAL @ MFC
BREAKFAST @ 

HOTEL

9am - 10am
BREAKFAST @ 

MFC

BREAKFAST @ 

MFC

BREAKFAST @ 

MFC

BREAKFAST @ 

MFC

BREAKFAST @ 

MFC

BREAKFAST @ 

MFC

10am - 11am

PITCH TRAINING PITCH TRAINING
TRAINING 

RECOVERY
PITCH TRAINING PITCH TRAINING

ACCESS TO SPA 

FACILITIES

11am - 12pm
PRE-GAME 

ANALYSIS

AFTERNOON

12pm - 1pm LUNCH @ MFC LUNCH @ MFC LUNCH @ MFC LUNCH @ MFC LUNCH @ MFC LUNCH @ MFC ARRIVAL @ MFC

1pm - 2pm

GAME 
DAY

LUNCH @ MFC

2pm - 3pm

PITCH TRAINING PITCH TRAINING
CLASSROOM 

ANALYSIS
PITCH TRAINING

EXTERNAL TRIP

REST DAY 

RECREATIONAL 

ACTIVITIES

3pm - 4pm

4pm - 5pm

EVENING

5pm - 6pm ARRIVAL @ MFC

6pm - 7pm DINNER @ MFC DINNER @ MFC DINNER @ MFC
DINNER @ 

RESTAURANT
DINNER @ MFC DINNER @ MFC

7pm - 8pm

SOCIAL TIME 

/ BREAKOUT 

ROOMS

SOCIAL TIME 

/ BREAKOUT 

ROOMS

SOCIAL TIME 

/ BREAKOUT 

ROOMS

SOCIAL TIME 

/ BREAKOUT 

ROOMS

TEAM BOWLING 

TRIP

SOCIAL TIME 

/ BREAKOUT 

ROOMS

8pm - 9pm

SOCIAL TIME 

/ BREAKOUT 

ROOMS

9pm - 10pm
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COST AND FINANCE

The total cost of this incredible experience is £7,000 and this includes all of the following:

Accommodation for the entirety of the trip within a prestigious 4* hotel as a minimum.

• Three meals per day. 

• The full training provision from our world-class coaches. 

• All scheduled day trips and excursions. 

• All transportation - both to and from Manchester Airport and every day that it is required within the Residency 

Programme. 

• Unlimited access to the state-of-the-art Gymnasium. 

• Please do be aware that the prices quoted above are for the Residency Programme only and therefore do not cover 

the cost of flights to and from Manchester Airport.

In addition to this and to maximise the enjoyment of the Residency Programme, we would encourage everyone to bring 

some spending money with them.

This will come in very useful - particularly within our excursions and day trips, allowing each individual to dine out when 

they like and bring back souvenirs of their trip!

The Residency Programme will start on July 3rd 2023 and will conclude on July 29th 2023.

The minimum stay is two weeks and you are encouraged to speak with our dedicated International Recruitment Executive 

in order for them to tailor your package to your exact requirements.

An easy to follow flow chart of the recruitment process can be found on page 16.

COST: £7,000

ARRIVAL: SATURDAY 1ST JULY      START DAY: MONDAY 3RD JULY       
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From being identified to arriving in England, we will support you every step of the way as part of our Recruitment Process. 

This has been designed to be both simple and engaging, as we begin our unforgettable journey together. 

With regular contact throughout, here is a flow chart of what is in store before we collect you from Manchester Airport!

THE RECRUITMENT PROCESS

STUDENT-ATHLETE IDENTIFIED.

STUDENT-ATHLETE PROVIDES GAME FOOTAGE 
TO THE DESIGNATED COACH FOR REVIEW.

AN INTRODUCTORY CALL IS CONDUCTED BETWEEN 
STUDENT-ATHLETE AND THE DESIGNATED COACH.

AN INVITATION IS SENT AHEAD OF A ZOOM CALL 
WITH HEAD COACHES AND CLUB DIRECTORS.

STUDENT-ATHLETE RETURNS REGISTRATION 
FORMS TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE.

DEPOSIT PAYMENT IS MADE.

STUDENT-ATHLETE ENTERS TEAM WHATSAPP CHAT AND 
ENJOYS ACCESS TO EXCLUSIVE ONLINE TASTER SESSIONS.

STUDENT-ATHLETE RECEIVES OUR FULL WELCOME PACK.

OUTSTANDING BALANCE IS CLEARED NO LATER THAN 1ST JUNE 
2023.

STUDENT-ATHLETE FINALISES TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS.

STUDENT-ATHLETE ARRIVES AT MANCHESTER AIRPORT 
AND IS COLLECTED BY MACCLESFIELD FC STAFF.

STEP 

01

STEP 

02

STEP 

03

STEP 

04

STEP 

05

STEP 

06

STEP 

07

STEP 

08

STEP 

08

STEP 

10

STEP 

11
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FLASHBACK TO THE 2022 RESIDENCY

“The Residency was 

an opportunity for me 

to be able to prove 

myself in the UK - the 

home of soccer”. 

DERIAN ANDRADE

“The information and 

the detail that the 

coaches are able to 

provide you with is 

essential for any young 

player who would like 

to develop their game”.

KADE HUCK

“The opportunity to 

train and learn from 

the UEFA-qualified 

staff really helped 

develop my overall 

game rapidly”. 

JAYNA WILDMAN

“They identified my 

strengths and areas 

for development 

throughout and 

the improvements I 

made technically and 

tactically allowed me 

to trial for D1 colleges 

back in the US”.

CARLO DEMUCCI
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“The coaches are able 

to challenge you and 

help you to identify 

the different technical 

and tactical aspects of 

football”. 

CODY HUFFMAN

“I am currently a 

student on the 

Macclesfield FC 

University programme 

and the Residency 

gave me an 

opportunity to train 

daily throughout the 

pre-season period”. 

JUNIOR GUDIEL

“I attended the 

Residency for the 

full six weeks - with 

the daily coaching, 

analysis sessions, gym 

classes and weekly 

matches making you 

feel like a full-time 

professional athlete”. 

NATHAN SILVA
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Can I just attend the 2 weeks?

Of course! The cost would be £3,500.

What are the age requirements to attend?

You must be aged sixteen or over on June 17th in order to attend our Residency Programme alone.

Anyone who doesn’t meet this criteria is still welcome to attend with the aid of a chaperone.
 

What is included in the price?

Literally everything is included within the price - other than flights in and out of the country.

This includes meals, accommodation, transport and excursions!

We do encourage all student-athletes to bring some spending money with them - allowing for things such as additional snacks, souvenirs and 

any other purchases that will enhance the overall experience with us!
 

Where will I stay?

The accommodation included will be of the highest standard. You will be staying in a 4* or 5* hotel with spa facilities set within the incredible 

Cheshire locality - right in the footballing heart of the North West of England. 

All hotels are located within a short drive of the Leasing.com Stadium

You will be sharing a room with a fellow resident as standard and enjoy complimentary travel to and from all Macclesfield FC training sessions, 

events and trips. 

Individual rooms are available as a supplement. Please speak to one of our Recruitment Executives should you wish to discuss this further.

Do you provide funding options?

We don’t offer finance options, however please speak to one of our Recruitment Executives should you wish to look at a tailored payment plan.

Can my parents also come along?

Yes – as can other family members who would like to join you.

Accommodation and transport would need to be charged independently, along with any day trips or extra activities.

These would also be subject to availability.

I’m really interested in the Residency Programme, but also in the full UCLan programme - where can I find more information?

There is a wealth of information available for our University programme, with the best initial contact being our dedicated Recruitment 

Executives. 

They will be able to take you through the programme, the education requirements and the overall end-to-end process of the University 

application.  

Additionally, you can visit our website and social media channels where further information is freely available.   
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OUR PARTNERS 



CONTACT US

CONTACT OUR  
RECRUITMENT TEAM

PHONE
+44 (0)1625 426 708
WHATSAPP: +44 (0)7888 675 055

EMAIL
international@macclesfieldfc.com

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
www.macclesfieldfc.com/international-academy/six-week-residency

ADDRESS
Macclesfield Football Club Ltd
Leasing.com Stadium
London Road
Macclesfield
Cheshire
SK11 7SP
England
United Kingdom

@mfcintacademy@mfcintacademyMacclesfield FC International Academy


